
September 27, 2006         
 

Ready, Set-Up, Go! 

Practical ideas for setting up the environment, 
learning activities and individualized supports for 
students with Autism Spectrum Disorders. Topics 
covered will be environmental supports and struc-
ture, individual schedules, visual organizers, com-
munication supports, and structuring activities for 
understanding, independence and social interaction. 
 

Margaret Mazeika, M.Ed., is a certified regular 
and early childhood special education teacher and 
an experienced behavior management specialist.  
She has been trained in TEACCH, Heartland 
ABCD, Discrete Trial, PECS, Floortime, and Func-
tional Behavioral Analysis.  She is currently working 
as an Educational/Behavioral Consultant with 
school districts and autism training teams through-
out the state, and is a member of the Professional 
Advisory Committee for the Autism Society of Illi-
nois.  
 

October 24, 2006                             

 

Adapting Programs to Meet the Needs of 
Children with AS/HFA 

Students with Asperger Syndrome/High Functioning 
Autism participate in all school based programs and 
activities with varied success. This presentation will 
teach school staff and family members simple and 
effective strategies that can be implemented by any-
one even if you do not have more time or more 
money! Come learn how to adapt what you do to 
support success for children and young adults with 
AS/HFA and their peers easily and effectively.  

 

 

Barbara Doyle, M.S., is a Clinical Consultant who     
specializes in enhancing the learning and communica-
tion of people with disabilities.  Formerly with 
DMH/DD, Barbara developed effective approaches 
for people with autism spectrum disorders, and peo-
ple who are deaf, hard of hearing, or deaf-blind.  Bar-
bara is a founding member of the board of directors 
of the Illinois Assistive Technology Program, is an 
adjunct faculty member at SIU School of Medicine, 
and is a family member of three people with disabili-
ties.  She has recently authored a book called Autism 
Spectrum Disorders from A to Z with her sister 
Emily Iland.  

 

December 7, 2006  
 

Autism and Literacy: Beyond Emergent 
 

This fast paced workshop will focus on teaching chil-
dren with autism to read and write utilizing the Four 
Block Model. It will help the learner distinguish be-
tween three types of children with autism and their 
unique reading needs. These needs will then dictate 
how to “tweak” the Four Block Model to work for a 
particular child. Extensive videos illustrate key points 
and techniques as well as help the learner distinguish 
between the three types of children. Students illus-
trated include children with hyperlexia and limited 
comprehension, children who are non-verbal and 
reading, and children with severe auditory processing 
and language issues who are verbal. The integration 
of augmentative communication and technology as a 
platform for giving children with disabilities a re-
search based approach to reading similar to their 
more typical peers is the focus. There will be a small 
Make and Take at the end of the day to reinforce the 
concept of making an adapted book with pull-off 
symbols and words.  
 

Susan Norwell, M.A., has been in the field of spe-
cial education for the last 25 years. She spent 10 
years in the public school system working with chil-
dren from birth to 6. She is currently in private prac-
tice in the Chicago area with a primary caseload of   

 

 

children on the autisim spectrum and girls with Rett 
Syndrome. She is Floortime trained and has pre-
sented internationally on the topics of play, literacy 
development for children with autism and children 
with significant disabilities, and inclusion practices. 
She spends part of her time in a clinical setting 
working with individual children and part of her time 
consulting on behalf of children with autism included 
in the public school setting. 

 

February 7, 2007 
 

Toilet Training and Teaching Boundaries 
 

One part of the workshop will provide professionals 
with strategies for developing a toilet training pro-
gram for home and school settings. At the end of 
the workshop participants will know how to imple-
ment a toileting program. Specific topics that will be 
addressed include emotional, communicative, and 
developmental issues; reward; potty chairs; toileting 
readiness; bowel training; and overcoming some of 
the most difficult problems when toilet training chil-
dren with developmental disabilities. The Little 
Friends Visual Toilet Training program will also be 
reviewed. 

The second part of the workshop will teach parents 
and professionals how to teach modesty, independ-
ence and safety. Specific topics that will be ad-
dressed include developmental, communicative, and 
social strategies; visual teaching; safety; and guide-
lines to grow on. 

Mary Crissman, B.A., is the Senior Autism Con-
sultant/Trainer for the Little Friends Center for Au-
tism. She has been in the field since the early 1980’s 
and served as the Lifeskills Training Center for Au-
tism director for 15 years. She specializes in provid-
ing training to children with autism and their par-
ents. Mary also has extensive experience in staff 
training and has presented at many state and na-
tional conferences. Mary also has extensive training 
in PEC’s, Discrete Trial, TEACCH, and in teaching 
children to function in the community. 

Dates, Topics and Speakers 

Mail registration and check to: 
Northwestern Illinois Association  

1515 So. Meridian Road 
Rockford, IL  61102 

Attn: Autism 

Phone:  815.964.0937 
Fax:      815.964.2210 

Email: autism@thenia.org 
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3. Parents may contact their local district or special 
education cooperative, STARNET (800.227.7537 
or www.wiu.edu/starnet/) or the ARC of Illinois 
(708.206.1930 or www.thearcofil.org) for infor-
mation on  fellowships and stipends.   

4. Dress in layers as room temperature is hard to 
regulate.  

 

 

Continuing Education Credits 

 

The workshops have been approved by IDPR for 
OT/PT’s, and SLP’s; and by ISBE for teacher                 
re-certification CPDU’s.  Continuing Education Units 
for social workers are available for purchase from 
Northern Illinois  University.  EI providers may wish 
to seek pre-approval through UCP of Chicago at 
866.509.3867 ext 23.  

 

Certificates 
 

To receive a certificate of participation, attendance is 
required for the entire workshop.   

• Certificates will not be adjusted.   

• Certificates will not be given for those who arrive 
late or leave early. 

• Certificates will be given at the end of the work-
shop upon receipt of the evaluation form(s). 

 

Cancellations and Refunds 

 

1. Requests for refunds must be submitted to the 
NIA office 3 working days before a workshop.  
NO refunds will be given after that date.  All fees 
will be returned if a workshop is cancelled by 
NIA. 

2. No confirmation will be mailed.  Your cancelled 
check will be your confirmation. 

3. Workshops fill quickly. It is strongly recom-
mended that with your district/coop’s ap-
proval, you pay in advance by personal check.  

4. In case of inclement weather, cancellations will 
be posted at www.cancellations.com. 

Location for the Series 
 
Giovanni’s 
610 N. Bell School Road 
Rockford, IL 61107 
815.398.6411 
 
 
Directions 
 
From the East:  NW Tollway I-90 to Business 
20 State Street exit.  Turn right at East State 
Street.  Then turn right on Bell School Road. 
Giovanni’s is on the left, behind Country Kitchen 
and Red Roof Inn. 
 
 
From Highway 20:  Take Harrison Avenue 
exit.  Turn right on Perryville Road, then right on       
East State Street, then left on Bell School Road.  
Giovanni’s is on the left, behind Country Kitchen 
and Red Roof Inn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions 
 
For more information please call the NIA office 
on S. Meridian Road in Rockford: 
 
 
             815.964.0937 PHONE/TTY 
             815.964.2210 FAX 
             autism@thenia.org 
                                   

Intended Audience 

 

The content of each workshop is designed for those 
individuals who wish to learn more about autism     
spectrum disorder.  Prior knowledge about autism or 
the specific topic is not a prerequisite for attending 
the series.  Individuals with moderate or extensive      
knowledge of autism or the topic may benefit from 
the speaker’s expertise and presentation of current   
information. 

These workshops address the Illinois Professional 
Teaching Standard on Instructional Delivery—The 
teacher understands how individuals grow, develop, and 
learn and provides learning opportunities that support the 
intellectual, social, and personal development of all stu-
dents. 

 

Cost and Registration 

 

1. Each workshop costs $50.00 for people who 
work within the NIA region, and $60.00 for 
those who work outside the NIA region.  The 
NIA region covers  JoDavies, Stephenson, Win-
nebago, Boone, Carroll, Ogle, DeKalb, Kane, 
Whiteside, and Lee counties.  The registration 
fee covers continental breakfast, lunch and 
breaks. 

2. Purchase orders will be accepted. 

3. No spaces will be held without registration form 
and fees. 

4. No on-site registration will be accepted. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

1. Special meals must be ordered in advance as 
noted on the registration form under Special  
Needs. 

2. Registration and continental breakfast for a 
workshops will be from 8:00 - 8:30.  Each work 
shop will run from 8:30 - 3:00 with lunch pro- 
vided from 11:30 - 12:30. 

General Information 


