
Postsecondary and 
Career Expectations
At the three middle schools and one 
magnet academy, the counseling 
staff have created a curriculum that 
aligns with the the Illinois 
Postsecondary and Career 
Expectations (PaCE) Framework. 
The lessons and activities are 
geared to provide student 
development in the areas of 
academic, social-emotional 
development, and college and 
career planning.
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	6th Grade:  
· Explore a wide range of careers with the Find Your Path SchooLinks activities.
 
· Use Inspirational Quotes PACE lesson to practice developing a growth mindset.
 
· Practice and know how to use a variety of tools to be organized with the SchooLinks Organizational Activity.
 
· Develop language on self efficacy via the social emotional assessment in SchooLinks.
 
· Know and understand their best learning styles by taking the SchooLinks Learning Style Inventory.
 
· Learn personal strengths via the "Self-Discovery" SchooLinks activity.
 
· Students will learn school policies for bullying prevention and reporting bullying behaviors.
 
· Learn pro-social skills via the Mutual Ground presentation.
 
  
  
	7th Grade:  
· Envision a positive future via the "Would You Rather" SchooLinks activity.
 
· Develop future planning skills with the Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship.
 
· Articulate self-awareness through the "Identify Pie Chart." 
 
· Develop positive habits via the Time Management/Prioritizing lesson.
 
· Explore personality traits related to postsecondary options via the “Student Focus” SchooLinks activity.
 
· Develop empathy through the "True Colors" planning activity.
 
· Learn to ask for help by knowing the Bully Complaint Process and how to activate its resources.
 
· Develop a growth mindset via the "Top Skills" SchooLinks activity.
 
· Students will learn school policies for bullying prevention and reporting bullying behaviors.
 
· Learn pro-social skills via the Mutual Ground presentation.
 
	8th Grade:  
· Develop future planning skills with mock college application.
 
· Identify personal strengths through the "Claim Your Future" activity.
 
· Develop future aspiration desires by learning about WCC and NIU Upward Bound Presentation.
 
· Learn educational planning via the "What is a HS transcript / Calculating  GPA.
 
· Develop an education plan via course selection process for high school classes.
 
· Attend a Career Exploration Day event.
 
· Create positive economic habits in the "Hit the Road" financial activity.
 
· Students will learn school policies for bullying prevention and reporting bullying behaviors.
 
· Develop a growth mindset via the PSAT Score Review.
 
· Learn confidence in their abilities in the Mutual Ground presentations.
 
· Learn pro-social skills via the Mutual Ground presentation.
 


